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Glendslough is a peradise to one of my ilk. There aren't
meny of us, admittedly, although on the day I took my family on an expedition
to it ( in July 1961) there were meny visitors. Most of them, I fear, had
just gone for the day, so to speak, because it was the done thing...an
encient site of considerable size and variety set in the most delightful
countryside one could wish to be in. On the other hand, my visit was one of
deeply-rooted interest..an interest almost amounting to an obsession. I knew
I had Bruce Pelz with me in spirit, and thet was a help, because I find that
my femily has got rather bored with my tours of ancient sites. I give them
incentives, and I say this with a certain justifiable pride, my son Colin,
now in his eleventh year, also seems to have a germ of enthusiasm for ancient
gites...an enthusiasm fostered, I must confess, with silver coin of the realm
pressed surrepticiously into his expectant palm.

But on this day, I cammot understand how anyone with the
slightest poetic inclination could fail to be thrilled and enchanted with it
all. Not only are many fine buildings, some about fifteen hundred years old,
at the site, but the scenery is superb, and there l= an atmosphere of
monastic dedication shout it all. But I've rambled on sufficicntly to get the
oramp out of my typing fingers, and now I'll bash on with brief historic
notes, illustrations and observations, which may not interest you one lota,
but which help to swell my page count '
kK *K N ok ok

Y'e arrived st Glendalough by 'bus...an afternoon tour
from Bray, in County Wicklow, in the Republic of Ireland...a holiday I wrote
about in the previous issue of POT POURRI.

The 'bus driver hed a tight schedule to keep, and do you
know that he said he was going to be generous and allow us twenty minutes....
all of twenty minutes to exsmine one of the most complex historical sites in
Ireland. I cannot describe what a shock this was. There is nothing as uplifting
to the soul as to be able to meander at will around piles of rubble which heve
historic associations. But to be expected to 'do' 2 superb site, repleat
with meny fabulous buildings, including a complete Round Tour ( only to be
seen in Irecland) in twonty minutes...this was absurd. By the time I'd come
round from the stupor, only seventeen minutes were left, so my only course
was to by a guide book, flip the pages like mad, sco as much as I could, and
take as many films as possible with my 35mm Ilford Sportsman...presumably

sprinting the while.

So my wife helped me out of the 'bus, told the two children

not to worry me, and onwards to the Gateway.....unique...not much structurally,
as you can see by my masterful illo...but wonderful just the same.

By



THE GATEMA™, Little nowadays remsins of what once, 1,500 years or more
ago, constituted the geteway to the City of Glendalough. A1l thet can be

seen are two stone erchways, some sixteen feet epart. The archees arse

9 feet 3 inch in width, end the wells are two feet thick. The roughly

stoned paved floor slopes slightly upwards, towsrds the other ruins.
.ﬁu.uLA4\>_\ , Ancisnt records state
thet there was once a
tower wheore the geteway
stends, =0 presumebly
there wes an upper
chamber, connecting the
two archee, although,
during the verious
seckinge of the eancient
city, or due to the
ravages of time, all
traces of this have
vanished, Paesing
through the Getewey,
there ere gress-covered
walls either nide for
gome yardse...this path-
way leading to the grave-
g ; yard, wherein are situated
hq‘ ) = f__;_ seversl most fascinating

m/,, b buildings, the most

'meff“ ~~»-~~f\¥§/' importent of which is
)w”’ l;ﬁ"”%ﬂ the Round Tower...a

! AR structure which I've
elready indicated 1s unique in Ireland. There sre several in Northern
Irelend...and the remeins of %wo are situsted within a dozen miles of
Belfast...one at Drumbo Churchyard, County Down, and the other on an

island in 8trangford Lough, &8lso in County Down. These two remeins ere

mere round stumps of masonry, between & dozen and twenty feet high. There is
another Round Tower in Northern Ireland reasonably close to Belfast...about
fifteen miles awey, in en estate at the edge of Antrim Town, in County
Antrim. This structure, which T haven't yet sesn, is reputed to be in superb
condition, but it will have to be extrs specisl if it approaches the

state of the Round Tower at Glendalough.

THE ROUND TQWER .

I should like to write about the Round Tower by describing how I first saw
it, whilst still in the 'bus, end how it dominates the centre of the valley.
in which Glendalough lies.

It would indeed be @ wonderful idea if I included a technicolour photo
of the Round Tower and ite surrounding area, but I cennot do this, obviously.
Therefors I =hall heve to flog the dictionarv to death to try and find
adjectives suitable to describe whet I saw from the front window of the 'bus.

The 'bus drove downhill. On eech side, like the rim of & cornflekes direh,
the land rose,in treecovered slopes, and the Round Tower, or the top of i%,
could be seen surmounting the tree tops in just about the exact centre of
the circle of hille ( or the cornflakes dish, depending upon the impact of my
illueion.) On this day in July, the slopes of the surrounding hills were
predominantly green, various shades of green...dark green for the conifers,
a lighter green for the deciduous trees..but there were also subtle touches




of purple, yellow, red and blue...and of course, ag is usuel when I go on

an historic pilgrimage, there was a suggestion of pending rain, and the

sky wae almost completely overcast with heavy greyness, although now and then
e vagrant ray of sun shafted through, to show that good ol' 8OL wasn't
giving up without a fight.

T admit that my stylo illo on
the left leaves much to be desired
ertisticelly, but I venturse to say
that it is an accurate depiction
of the meny photogrephs I *took of
it. It might be deduced that the
building hes phellic overtones,
but so fer as can be ascertained,
it served, =0 my guide book
suggests, as 'a watch tower, or
belfry '. However, I have studied
these Round Towers, and although
it is hard to get concrete facts,
nmost authoritios presume that they
were rather places of refuge, to
be sought when the monastic sites
( close to which these Round Towers
are always built) werc subjected to
sacking, which seems %to have
happened frequently. ( In fact,
to give an oxample, the Glendalough
site was gsacked secven times between
1,017 and 1,163 AD.)

As cen be seen, the entrance
is high up, some ten feet above
ground level to the base of the door.
Authorities presume that when a
sacking becams imminent, the monks
gathered their valuebles and climbed
into the Round Tower teking the ledder
up efterwards. Theae plundering
bends ( in Glendalough these
consisted of Native Irish savages,
Danes, Normans, etc,) would
Xpresumably be carrying out lightening
‘raids, and would soon leave the spot
L? before being attacked by the local
| eoldiery, etc. fo, if the monks could
1,(;Ahold out for a few hours, they would
‘ be seved, and being hidden in such a
vast and messivly built etructure
i1 wouldn't add too much to their life
Wkﬁjy NTH “fi— insurenco premiums. And the foct that
: 4 HEEEA so meny Round Towers are still

standing after so many sackinge is evidence that they were indeed safe refuges.
The Round Tower at Glendalough is zbout 105 fect high. It is 52 feet
in circumference at ground level, and the doorway, of dressed granite, is
5 feet & inches high. The top was destroyed by lightening, but was rebuilt
* with its original stones in 187%.




KEVIV'S CROSS.
South of the Round Tower, in the contre of the comotery, ctends
Xevin'e Cross, all cgleven feet high of it. According to tradikion, the
croes marks the burial ground of good ol!' faint Kevin,
who founded the whole city, snd who diod in its precints
in 618 AD at the age of 120 yoars. The arms are elmont
four feet across, 2nd the stem is one feet five inches
wides..the construction of undressed granito. I found
thet the cross is remarkably clean-lcoking to bec fiftoeen
hundred yeers old. "hilst I sprintcd past, I sew visitors
stending hugging the cross, and my guide book tells me
thet if e porson can clasp both hends round tho crose,
thet crittor ocen have a secret wieh. One little thing,
this croes is unique amongst Irish Crosses in that tho
arms are not perforateds.s.actually, there weore meny
Irish Crosses scattered 2ll over the City of Glendalough.

ST.KEVIN'S XKITCHEN. b,
Mext to the Round Tower, this building geve me the most setiafection.
It appears that 8aint Kevin slept in a rude cave on onc of the hilleides I've
mentioned, which surround Glendalough. Deciding that his position indicatcd
rather more egoboo, the structure depicted below was built circe 533 AD,
2nd he moved into it.
Dimensions...the Nave is
22 fect 8 inches long end
14 fost 7 incheswide. The
Vestry, seen on the right
iz 9 feot 7 inches by 7
feet 8 inches. An opening
window on the Eostern side
ia 5 inches wide,

Note also the bell
tower, with four wide
windows 2t tho top facing
. Merth, fouth, Eest 2nd
Yeat, The meronry of this
tower iz inforior to the

: i _ ?ost of th? building, and
; £:1;‘“‘ %51;~¥E\_ tﬁil;FtrJﬂEW‘iEEE;ftiti—\< e is dat?d cireca eleventh
AT R e e DB LG AP (R contury
Etﬁﬁ;ég&ﬁ:cb:x_:tciéﬁ§éfJﬁﬁsﬁ'1*“’““‘ AT Another roelly
emzzing structural deteil. In the stone roof, the stoncs cre set horizontally
v++I've never heard of this method of roofing before...end therefore the
inside of the building recembles an arch. The building wors used s a place
of worship as recently as circa 1810 - 1850 AD. It is remerkebly compact
and solid-looking insidc, giving one the impression thet in enother 1,500
years it will be ctill sitanding...though, bearing in mind the current
world situation, whether there will be any ancient building-philes to see
it is another 1little matter altogether L!!

The Irish name for St.Kevin's Kitchen is 'Cro-Caoinmhghin'...don't
agk me how it is pronounced, becausec I haven't the foggiest notion.

It woe worth the trip to sec this one building olone, cven if I 4id
only juet have sufficient time to nip in, nip out n2gein ond take e couple of
photogrephs,which I'm happy to say turned out much better thon the official
ones on sale, which, incidentally, gzve St.Kevin's Kitchen the wrong title...
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RHEFEART. Leaving St.Kevin's Kitchen, we went throuzh 2 zste, across
a couple of fields via a path, to a strip of lend which divided two lakes.
Fairly smell lakes, actually, but with the wooded =lopes rising directly
from the surface. Across this strip of land, we came to Rhefeart Church.
(The word 'Rhefeert' coming from 'Riogh', meaning royel, and 'feart' meaning
burisl-plece.) About fifteen hundred years old, this church, in common with
many other adjecent remains we hadn't time to 'do', hzs been considerably
reconstructed with the original stones. Tt is quite amall; the nave is
20 feet by 17 feet
6 inches...the
chancel 13 feet by
8 feet, and the
doorway, of dressed
granite, is 6 feet
&% inches high.
Thers are three
small =1lit windows
in the building. It
is entirely roofless,
s my 1illo shows. I
was most interested
to note several
Celtic or Irish
N7 Croseres in the
,y;H!.h'.1;" : immediate precints
; : j@\p/hl’d‘;‘ ff, +++es0me of them
”Nlm“i “¥Wl< 1 ( ! ﬁQEW£} ‘/1 VAL with the crosses
RN A /h y/\\ \ \/ , almost obliterated
(4 oMl with a2ge.
I mentloned above the other remains. Unfortunotely, we didn't have time to
eee the Cathedral, a large shell, which was remodelled in the 10th century :
the Priest's House, dating from the 12th century, little more %than 2 low
well remaining; ©t.Kiersn's Church, poseibly one of the oldest buildings on
the site, which wes esrth-covercd until excavated in 1875 ;3 St.Kevin's Red;
Templenaseligl... 2 small church; St.Kevin's Cell, a rough stone circular hut
where £t.Kevin kipped down before he moved to the Kitchen, alreedy described.
It tortured me %o have to leave these unique sitee and rush back to the 'bus,
but it wes all of 18 miles back to Bray, and we didn't want to be left
behind.
Another day, maybees....
BRIEF HISTORICAL NOTES OF GLEINDALOUZH CITY.
AD (Plrce) Birth of St Kevvn, who, it is 2lleged, was 'bapticed by angels
500 and sucklcd by o white cow'.
Performing miracles at an early age, he wanted a plece of solitudse,
end found a valley situszted in a concave of mountains, in which
two lakes were 1r;1gated by meny streome, hence 'Gleann .de Loch!
(Glendalough) i.c.'Glen of two lokes.'
AD 530 (Circe). St.Kevin founded = monaetery at Glendalough.
AD 618 Death of St.Kevin.

AD 837 Glendalough beceme important =ite of ccclesiastical and educstional
geminary. Plundered by the Danes.

AD 983 Plundcred by native Irish.

AD o84 Secked by Danes.

AD 985 Sacked by Danes.



AD 1012 fackod by 'Invaders'.

AD 1016 Sacked yet again by 'Invaders'.

AD 1163 City burned.

AD 1170 Norman invselon...traitor Irish chief =acked Glendalough.

AD 1174 Sacked and plundered by Normans.

AD 1176 Ravaged by Normans.

Ap 1177 Terrific flood in valley.

AD 1199 Pope took over protection of Glendalough, msking English
attemptes at domination ineffective.

AD 1308 Richard II burned and plundered Glendaloughesencvertholess the
City maintained its relations with Rome until the 15th century.

AD 1810 SteKevin'se Kitchen used as Roman Cetholic Church until it
relapsed into ruin.

AD 1839 Top or Round Tower blowm down by storm.

AD 1961 Visited by Berry.

IMPORTANT NOTE. It should be evident now that Glendalough City is importent
to the Roman Catholic Church in the Republic of Ircland. I should therefore
make it clear thot although T have shown my fescination of thees ruins, most
especially the Round Tower and €t.Kevin's Kitchen, I hsven't bsen converted
to the Church of Rome. I am etill 2 truent-playing Protestant. One of the
major charms of this meyhe pcoculiar hobby of mine, of examining ancient cites,
is thet besides fulfilling a naturel ursze of curiosity ( efier 211, we 21l have
our own little obsessions, haven't we ??7?) it also tcaches one & great deal
about many relstcd subjects which seem to intrude...l'm sorry for you in
America who haven't got the wonderful opportunitice that I have for such
visitations aa I'vo described, but I've done my level best to try end whip
up 2 mite of interest, and I've already converted Bruce Pelz and o couple
others.

John Berry
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